A   HISTORY   OF'THE
spontaneous ease with which ideas automatically sort them-
selves,- the formal phrases of the special language automati-
cally flow, from the lips of those whose life is one contin-
ual prayer. To these the Duke of Gandia's utterance
presents no difficulty: they recognize a foreign tongue with
which they chance to be acquainted. Also, it is quite per-
missible to understand those words as not having been
uttered actually, but as clothing the sentiments of the mind
of the Duke of Gandia.
Viewing the affair from a human stand-point, ordinary
men will regard Duke Don Francisco's conduct as'abhor-
rent, as heartless, as utterly brutal. It was. Granting the
circumstances, he deliberately sacrificed the life of his
wife. But his conduct was purely superhuman, purely su-
pernatural. He was one of the many Roman Catholics of
the Sixteenth Century—the Twentieth is less prolific—
who really and truly believed In The Life Of The World
To Come. His actions prove it. He knew that every man
inevitably must submit to the hideous ordeal of surrender-
ing to God's enemy, Death, as the price of entrance to
eternity. He judged that; the sooner this ordeal was over,
the better it would be. Therefore, confident in the merits
of his Saviour and his wife's, the chance of translation
being offered, he incontinently accepted on her behalf. It
was the act of a truly Christian, of a cruelly unworldly
man. "He wished to be rid of his wife!"
He did wish. Is it wrong to accept the joy of heaven
for one loved, suffering here on earth? "But his wish was
selfish!"
His wish was selfish. The Duke of Gandia gained 6y
the death of his wife. He gained liberty to tear the flesh
of his gracious body with thongs and scourges. He gained
liberty to abdicate his' duchy, his marquessate, his two
principalities, his three counties'; to strip himself of every
farthing of his enormous wealth; to forsake his home, his
children, his palaces, and his power; to starve on foul bread

